
Borough of Highlands 
Public Notice 

 
Please take notice that the following ordinance was introduced and passed upon first 
reading at a meeting of the Governing Body of the Borough of Highlands, in the County 
of Monmouth, State of New Jersey, on January 7, 2015.   Notice is hereby given that the 
following ordinance will be further considered for final passage, after public hearing 
thereon, at a meeting of the governing body to be held at the Highlands Elementary 
School, 360 Navesink Avenue, Highlands, NJ 07732, on Wednesday, February 18, 2015 
at 8:00 PM.   At that time, the public is invited to participate in the discussion of the 
Ordinance.  Copies of the Ordinance are available in the Municipal Clerk’s Office located 
at 42 Shore Drive, Highlands, NJ and are posted on the Display Board at the Municipal 
Building.  Copies are available at no charge to the general public. 
 
 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLANDS 
COUNTY OF MONMOUTH 

O-15-2 
AN ORDINANCE UPDATING BOROUGH CODE SECTION 2-3.2 

CONCERNING THE MANNER IN WHICH VACANCIES ON THE 
BOROUGH COUNCIL ARE FILLED. 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Highlands (hereinafter referred to as “Borough”) is 

a Faulkner Act municipality governed by the Small Municipality (Plan C) form of New 
Jersey municipal government; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s governing body consists of a mayor and four council 

members, who are elected on an at-large basis in non-partisan elections; and 
 
WHEREAS, Borough ordinance 2-3.2 currently provides that council vacancies 

shall be filled in the manner provided by the “Municipal Governing Body Vacancy Law,” 
N.J.S. 40:45B-1 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Municipal Governing Body Vacancy Law was repealed by L. 

1979, c. 83, § 1; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Code should accurately reflect the law governing the 

procedure for filling vacant seats on the Borough Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, the relevant law now governing the procedure for filling vacancies 

on the Borough Council is the “Municipal Vacancy Law,” N.J.S.A. 40A:16-1 et seq.; and 
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 WHEREAS, an amendment to the Code of the Borough is required in order to 
modify the section that sets forth the appropriate law governing the procedure for filling 
vacancies on the Borough Council; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to amend Section 2-3.2, “Vacancies” to 
establish that vacant council seats will be filled pursuant to the Municipal Vacancy Law; 
and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the 

Borough of Highlands, County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

 SECTION ONE.  Borough Code Section 2-3.2 “Vacancies,” shall be amended to 
provide as follows:  

Vacancies	
  shall	
  be	
   filled	
   in	
   the	
  manner	
  provided	
  by	
   the	
  “Municipal	
  
Vacancy	
  Law,”	
  N.J.S.A.	
  40A:16-­‐1	
  to	
  -­‐23.	
  

	
   SECTION	
  TWO.	
   The	
   first	
   sentence	
   of	
   Borough	
   Code	
   Section	
   2-­‐3.1	
   “Composition,	
  
Election,	
  Term”	
  shall	
  be	
  amended	
  to	
  read:	
  
	
  

The	
  council	
  shall	
  consist	
  of	
  the	
  mayor	
  and	
  four	
  councilpersons.	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

SECTION	
  THREE.	
  	
  Severability.	
  	
  If	
  any	
  section,	
  subsection,	
  sentence,	
  clause	
  or	
  phrase	
  of	
  

this	
  Ordinance	
   is	
   for	
  any	
   reason	
  held	
   to	
  be	
  unconstitutional	
  or	
   invalid,	
   such	
  decision	
   shall	
  not	
  
affect	
  the	
  remaining	
  portions	
  of	
  this	
  Ordinance,	
  which	
  shall	
  otherwise	
  remain	
   in	
  full	
   force	
  and	
  
effect.	
  

	
  
SECTION	
  FOUR.	
  	
  Repealer.	
  	
  All	
  ordinances	
  or	
  parts	
  of	
  ordinances	
  inconsistent	
  herewith	
  

are	
  hereby	
  repealed	
  to	
  the	
  extent	
  of	
  such	
  inconsistency.	
  

	
  
SECTION	
   FIVE.	
   	
   Effective.	
   	
   This	
   Ordinance	
   shall	
   take	
   effect	
   after	
   final	
   passage	
   and	
  

publication	
  as	
  provided	
  by	
  law.	
  

 
 
 
Carolyn Cummins 
Borough Clerk 
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